
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners  
Sycamore Park District 
Tuesday, June 27, 2023 

 
The regular meeting of the Sycamore Park District Board of Commissioners, DeKalb County, 
Illinois, being held at our Clubhouse, located at 940 E. State St., Sycamore, Illinois is called to 
order at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 27, 2023. 
 
Will the recording secretary please call the roll. 
 
The following Sycamore Park District Commissioners are physically present and will be 
participating in the meeting in person:   Commissioners Graves, Strack and Kroeger.  
 
The following Sycamore Park District Commissioners are not physically present but will be 
participating in the meeting via video and/or audio conferencing:  None. 
 
The following Sycamore Park District Commissioners are not physically present and will not be 
participating in the meeting:  Commissioners Ackmann and Doty were absent. 
 
Staff members present were Director Bailey, Chris Hoblit, Jeff Donahoe, Jackie Hienbuecher,  
Lisa Metcalf, and Will Turner. 
   
Guests at the Board meeting were: Will Turner – new staff. 
  
Regular and Consent Agenda Approval – 
Motion    

Commissioner Graves moved to approve the Regular Agenda and the Consent Agenda.  
Commissioner Strack seconded the Motion.  

 
Voice Vote 

President Kroeger called for a roll call vote to approve the motion. All commissioners 
present voted Aye. Motion carried 3-0. Commissioners Ackmann and Doty were absent. 

 
Introduction of William Turner:  Supt. Metcalf introduced Will.  Will then told the board a 
little about himself and noted he is happy to be a part of Sycamore Park District.   
 
Approval of Minutes – 
Motion   

Commissioner Strack moved to approve the May 23, 2023, Regular Meeting Minutes. 
Commissioner Graves seconded the Motion.  

Voice Vote 
President Kroeger called for a voice vote to approve the motion. All commissioners 
present voted Aye. Motion carried 3-0. Commissioners Ackmann and Doty were absent. 

Motion   
Commissioner Graves moved to approve the May 23, 2023, Executive Session Meeting 
Minutes to remain confidential. Commissioner Strack seconded the Motion.  

Voice Vote 
President Kroeger called for a voice vote to approve the motion. All commissioners 
present voted Aye. Motion carried 3-0. Commissioners Ackmann and Doty were absent. 
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Claims and Accounts Approval 
Motion   

Commissioner Strack moved to approve and pay the bills in the amount of $428,887.61. 
Commissioner Graves seconded the Motion.  

Roll Call 
President Kroeger called for a roll call to approve the motion. All commissioners present 
voted Aye. Motion carried 3-0. Commissioners Ackmann and Doty were absent. 
 

Correspondence –   
• CASA Thank You  

 
Public Input – 

 
Positive Feedback – 
 

• Commissioner Graves wanted to wish Melissa well.  He knows she is concerned about 
concessions, but staff will step up. 

• He also commented that looks like Storm weekend went well. 
• President Kroeger noted he keeps hearing how great our course is.   

 
Plan Commission:  Commissioner Strack noted nothing to report. 

 
Old Business:  
 
Solar Energy Update:  Director Bailey noted we had an online meeting to introduce the team 
and went over the paperwork.  The roof is now fixed.  Now we are doing the paperwork and 
finalizing the engineering.  They will send a proof for our approval.  The timeframe is spring of 
2024 for completion. 
 
Construction Updates:  
 

• Bridge 1:  Director Bailey noted this is completed. 
 

• Clubhouse:  Director Bailey noted we are waiting on the health department to do a final 
walkthrough for the final approval.  The city will also need to do a final walkthrough.   

 

• GWT:  Director Bailey noted we submitted a new offer to FS Grain, and we are waiting 
to hear back.  The Ibarra property is stalled at this point, but we are still trying to negotiate 
with them. 

 
• North Grove: Director Bailey noted we are still working with Upland Designs.  Based on 

the information from the residents, Upland will be submitting to OSLAD grants.   
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• Lighting:   Supt. Donahoe noted all the lights are changed to LED in the buildings.  This 
saved us $73,000 that we didn’t have to pay.  The Baseball lights program is done with 
Com Ed, so this fell through.  He asked them to see what type of deductions are still 
available at this point and we will go from there.   

 
• Riverside: No discussion. 

 
RecStar Sound Check Report: Winter/Spring Results:  Director Bailey noted we have one more 
survey coming.  She noted that we are still liked.   

 
New Business 

 
Lightshow option:  Director Bailey noted we were contacted by a Media company from 
Massachusetts.  They have different packages with a 3-year lease agreement.  She shared more 
information with the board.  The board did not support this with the amount of money it would 
cost. 
 
Board By-laws Annual Review:     Director Bailey noted there were no changes made, but we 
still have to present it to the board each year.  
 
Quarterly Capital Funds Update:  Supt. Hienbuecher noted this is just an update.  President 
Kroeger asked what the cost would be to build the stage.  Director Bailey noted this would be 
approximately $35,000.  President Kroeger suggested maybe working with groups and the public 
to donate their time to build this and possibly do it in stages. Director Bailey noted we will look 
into this more.  President Kroeger noted he would help head up this project. 
 
Reston Ponds Bid Review:     

 
Motion   

Commissioner Strack moved to approve Elliott & Wood bid of $507,340.00. 
Commissioner Graves seconded the Motion.  

Roll Call 
President Kroeger called for a roll call to approve the motion. All commissioners present 
voted Aye. Motion carried 3-0. Commissioners Ackmann and Doty were absent. 
 

Motion   
Commissioner Kroeger moved to add Alternate 3 for $13,000. Commissioner Strack 
seconded the Motion.  

Roll Call 
President Kroeger called for a roll call to approve the motion. All commissioners present 
voted Aye. Motion carried 3-0. Commissioners Ackmann and Doty were absent. 
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Hartmann Lease Revised:  Director Bailey noted this is the property by the soccer complex.  We 
had the land surveyed that is being farmed.   

 
Motion   

Commissioner Strack moved to approve the new lease as presented. Commissioner Graves 
seconded the Motion.  

Roll Call 
President Kroeger called for a roll call to approve the motion. All commissioners present 
voted Aye. Motion carried 3-0. Commissioners Ackmann and Doty were absent. 

 
Special Announcements –  
 
July Study Session:  None was scheduled. 
 
Public Input –  None 
 
Motion 

The Board adjourned the Regular Session to go into Executive Session at 7:13 pm on a 
motion made by Commissioner Strack for the reasons listed below. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Graves.   

Roll Call 
President Kroeger called for a roll call vote to approve the motion. All commissioners 
present voted Aye. Motion carried 3-0. Commissioner Ackmann and Doty were absent.  

 
5.   The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, including meetings held  

   for the purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired.  
 
The Board convened to Executive Session at 7:13 pm. The roll was called with Commissioners 
Graves, Strack and Kroeger present along with Director Bailey, Jeff Donahoe, Jackie 
Hienbuecher, and Lisa Metcalf. 
 
Motion 

The Board adjourned the Executive Session at 7:27 p.m. on a motion made by 
Commissioner Graves. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Strack. 

Voice Vote 
President Kroeger called for a voice vote to approve the motion. All commissioners 
present voted Aye. Motion carried 3-0. Commissioners Ackmann and Doty were absent. 

 
The Board reconvened to Regular Session at 7:27 pm. The roll was called with Commissioners 
Graves, Strack and Kroeger present.  Commissioners Ackmann and Doty were absent. 
 
Motion 

The Board adjourned the Regular Session at 7:27 p.m. on a motion made by 
Commissioner Strack. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Graves. 

Voice Vote 
President Kroeger called for a voice vote to approve the motion. All commissioners 
present voted Aye. Motion carried 3-0.  Commissioners Ackmann and Doty were absent.  
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Jeanette Freeman 
Recording Secretary 
Sycamore Park District 


